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and that of his Government seemed unquestioned and unbroken. But
there were forces at work below the surface which even then could
not be disregarded, A year later when Lord Hardinge was making
his first state-entry as Viceroy into the new capital, Delhi, a bomb was
thrown which exploded in the howdah of the elephant on which he
and Lady Hardinge were riding, severely wounding him and killing
an attendant. By this time terrorist organizations were at work in
Bengal and the Punjab, and the Indian politicians who worked
through their Congress, while keeping within legal and constitutional
limits, were more and more denouncing " alien-rule " and demanding
that India should be permitted to govern herself.
The movement which led to this result had been going on, openly
or surreptitiously, for more than thirty years. As far back as the
'eighties Lord Ripon had shocked administrators of the old school
by introducing Municipalities and Local Boards with a preponder-
ance of non-official members, but the waters closed over him and
his reforms when he departed, and little was done to develop these
new institutions. Under the Viceroyalties of his successors, Dufferin,
Elgin, Lansdowne, administration ran placidly in the old grooves,
and in the eyes of the public Indian questions were mainly those
of the frontier and the defence of the country against the sup-
posed aggressive designs of Russia. Then came the Viceroyalty of
Lord Curzon, covering the first six years of the new century, which
to the eye looking back from these times appears as the sunset of the
old regime.
It was a distinguished and even brilliant sunset, which lingered in
the memory of India long after its glow had departed. Curzon was
a very able, zealous and laborious man, who sought to capture the
imagination of Indians by timely displays of pomp and circumstance,
and at the same time to confer on them the benefits which a benevolent
despot-might bring from the West. He believed in authority and
the firm hand, but looked for a high standard of conduct from the
British in their relations with Indians, and courageously braved un-
popularity in enforcing it. His emissaries penetrated into Tibet and
unveiled the forbidden city of Lhasa. He laid down comprehensive
schemes of irrigation, reorganized education, braced up the Civil
Service, remodelled the police, and was indefatigable in preserving
409